
Tiēke/ Kōtare/Kākā Panui 

15th of February 2024          Week 3, Term 1 Edition 

Kia ora tātou, 

Nau mai, haere mai.   

Greetings and welcome to all. As you may be aware, our team 

(whānau) is a little bit different from 2023.Our team includes 

all students from Year 4 to 8. The students have welcomed in 

4 new staff (Grant, Jane, Anna and Neil) as well as Alex who 

has moved into Tiēke to teach our Year 4 students. 

Our initial focus has been developing our learning 

relationships and building our knowledge about each of our 

students. To the children’s credit they have wilingly shared 

about what their interests and passions are.  

It has been great to meet our parents, families, grandparents 

and whānau when you have been in the school. 

Communicating early is a key strategy in solving and resolving 

things. 

Grant Henderson 

Deputy Principal– Year 4 to Year 8 

Reminders  and events 

We do need some of the following documents back to 

school as soon as possible: 

1. Digital Citizen Agreement– Please remember to 

sign and talk about this with your child. 

2. Year 7 Vaccination forms– please return the 

form to your child’s teacher. 

3. We have started to form teams for the  

upcoming non stop cricket for Year 5 to Year 8. 

4. Kākā camp is around 3 weeks away. If you have 

any documentation to be returned, please do 

so. 

5. Our Leadership hour has also started. 

News from around our rooms. 

We’ve set up a pūtaiao science area. Our 
learning will be guided by the curriculum 
objectives under Nature of Science, Living 
World, Planet Earth and Beyond, Physical 
World and Material World.  

If, on your family 
expeditions, you find items 
of interest, please send 
them along. 

 

If you work in the sciences, 
we’d love to hear how you 
can enrich our science 
explorations! Please pop in 
or email 
alexo@northland.school.nz 

Ko wai au? 

This year most of the students in Tīeke and 

Kōtare have made a “ko wai au?” This 

piece of art is about their interests, hobbies 

and activities that they like to do.  

You are most welcome to view these 

pieces of art in our rooms. 

 

mailto:alexo@northland.school.nz


Kōtare 1 

We have been very busy in Kōtare 1. We 
have completed our 
Ko wai au? We 
have been 
working on 
constructing 
interesting 
sentences and 
developing 
paragraphs.  

Thinking about 
how we can 
become leaders. 
Working on place 
value and different types of numbers. The 
most important thing has been developing our 
class culture.  

How can I help at home? 
Reading for pleasure for 15 minutes is very 
helpful. Getting children to recite basic fact 
combinations will do no harm.  

Thank you for your support. You can contact 
me on granth@northland.school.nz  

Kōtare 2 have been getting our literacy and 
numeracy programme up and running.   

 
Each child has a basic facts goal that they 
have been working on in class and I 
encourage your child to practise these at 
home to.  A simple pack of cards is all you 
need - just ask your children.   

 
As individual children we are working 

through 
the 
levels of 
basic 
facts 
attached. 

Kākā 5,6, 7 

We have had a fantastic start to the term in 
Team Kākā and have loved getting to know 
our ākonga over the last few weeks. We are 
now settling into some serious learning and 
fun as well!  

We have some new programmes this year, 
such as the systematic teaching of 
handwriting and grammar, as well as a new 
mahi rangahau theme ‘Beneath the Surface.’ 
We will be continuing with The Code as our 
school programme for spelling, and are about 
to start work on addition and subtraction 
strategies in maths.  

This week we have started Literature Circles 
and it has been amazing to see our students 
getting into their novels and preparing for their 

first meetings. Make sure that you ask your 
child what they are reading!   

Kia ora Neil, 

Our Whānau would like to welcome Neil to our team He will 

be working in Kōtare 1 initially but may also be seen in other 

parts of the school. 

Thank you Neil for joining Northland School. 

Lunch boxes– some of the children are running short of 

food. Can you please check with your child to see if they 

have enough food to fuel them for the day. Thank you. 



Events that we know of coming up in the next fortnight. 

Week Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

5 (starting 26th of 

February) 

Teachers admin 

meeting at 8.00am 

 

Home and School 

meeting at 7.30pm in 

the staff room.  

Kelly Sports here with 

Kākā. 

 

Kākā at swimming. 

Leadership hour. Music groups in action. 

Kapa haka with Matua 

Hemi 

6 (starting 4th of 

March 

 Non-stop cricket 

event. 

Kelly Sports here with 

Kākā. 

Kākā at swimming. 

 

Non-stop cricket 

event .

(postponement) 

Leadership hour. 

Kapa Haka with Matua 

Hemi. 

Music groups in action. 



Fire drill practice. 

Co-operative maths in action. 

Publishing our writing. 

A piece 

of 

writing 

starter. 
Preparing for the Kākā camp. 

Thank you for viewing our newsletter on HERO. We will be using 

this platform to share your child’s learning journey in 2024. 

Tīeke, Kōtare and Kākā Staff. 




